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1.  The Future for Forestry

1.1 Introduction

The relationship between forestry and nature conservation in Britain
has been an uneasy one. Recent developments mean that there is now an
opportunity for constructive changes in the relationship to take place
particularly in the face of increasingly adverse economic conditions for
forestry. It is probable that over the next year or so decisions will be made
that may have profound effects for the future of both coniferous and
broadleaved woodland in Britain. Recent developments affecting the
present status of forestry in Britain have been the 1980 and 1982 reports of
the House of Lords Select Committee' on Science and Technology on the
Scientific Aspects of Forestry, and the decision to sell off of part of the
Forestry Commission estate under the policies of the present Government.
The recent recommendations of the Centre for Agricultural Strategy® and
the Forestry Commission report’ proposing increases in the present
amount of forest cover have also received much atention.

In a small highly populated country such as Britain, major changes in
land-use and in the appearance of the countryside have caused public as
well as professional concern. Modern forestry practice and afforestation
has been a major cause of such changes, particularly in the uplands. A
primary conflict lies between the objectives of those who own or occupy
the land and depend upon it for their income and livelihood and those who,
in ever increasing numbers, use it as a leisure time and recreational or
aesthetic resource. The present very highly valued status of the countryside
to the predominantly urban population means that non-economic
arguments carry considerable weight on all sides of the debate.

Much controversy has surrounded the question of how far forestry
consistutes a justifiable land-use in modern Britain. Whatever viewpoint
one has in this discussion there is no doubt that the economic case for state-
subsidised forestry has been in dispute more than in other forms of land-
use activity.

One of the problems in forestry is that the long delay in production in
relation to the size of the initial investment has allowed economists to
argue quite rationally for or against the promotion of forestry in Britain
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